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The  Caroling Competition is an eagerly awaited holiday tradition in the City of Coral
Gables. It was 1987 when the 550 Biltmore Way Building first presented the City with the
spectacular poinsettia tree.  The event is hosted by the 550 Building,  and it’s owners,
Secured Debt Investments.

Every year, the  lions don their Santa hats and Biltmore Way becomes the stage for some
of the most amazing musical talent in South Florida.  It’s a special way of celebrating the
holidays, continuing the tradition of the festive sound of children, caroling in front of the
holiday tree.  It’s  HOLIDAY GLEE! 

In  2026, the Caroling Competition returns, live and in person to Biltmore Way for the 40th
year, with 30 Miami-Dade and Broward, middle and senior high, public, private and
parochial schools, over 1,500 young people.  They are competing for more than $20,000
in cash prizes contributed by local businesses, foundations and municipal organizations.

The Competition is a showcase for the extraordinarily talented young people in our
community.  Today,  the music programs in our schools have taken a back seat to other
agendas.  But nothing can ever stop the music!  The talent can’t be hidden, nor hushed. 
We celebrate that music, and the children performimg it. 

Since its inception, the Caroling Competition has given out over $650,000  to help
encourage and grow the music programs in our schools.   This support is made possible
by grants from both  Miami Dade Cultural Affairs Council and the City of Coral Gables, and
a whole host of dedicated sponsors and supporters.

The Caroling Competition  takes place over five nights  on the steps of 550 Biltmore Way.
Beginning this year on Wednesday, December 3rd, performances run through Sunday
afternoon, December 7th.  Different schools appear every half hour, each evening. Middle
Schools perform on Wednesday and Friday. Senior High performances are on Thursday,
Saturday and Sunday afternoon from 3 until 6 pm.  Evening performances run from 7 until
10 p.m.   Winners return on Tuesday, December 9th to perform their award winning
program and collect their prizes.  All of the performances are free.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: SALLY BAUMGARTNER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
SALLYB@CAROLINGCOMPETITION.ORG
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       PROGRAM ADVERTISING RATES

       Wednesday, December 2nd
      through

      Sunday, December 6th
        and

         Tuesday, December 8th

The 40 year old event takes place at 550 Biltmore Way in Coral Gables.  30 schools  Miami-Dade K-8, Middle and Senior
High Choirs each perform  free concerts over the five nights of the Competition.  More than 20,000 people attend these
free holiday concerts every year.  In the past, only event sponsors were able to tap into this exclusive market.  However,
with the Caroling magazine comes the opportunity to promote your product or service directly to this lucrative market. 
If you represent a company with a substantial presence in Coral Gables, or your market  is pre-teens, teens and their
parents, this is an opportunity you should consider.  The Program is distributed free of charge to Competition attendees.

BACK COVER $5,000
INSIDE COVER $3,000    
FULL PAGE $1,500
HALF PAGE $1,000
QUARTER PAGE $    500
BUSINESS CARD $   250

                        Who Do You Reach?
Prospects waiting to be introduced to your business,

especially if you’re located in Coral Gables:

* Adults between the ages of 18 and 49 (73.2%) of which 49% are between 35 and 49.  
* Half have incomes in excess of $60,000 annually; 20.4% report  household income greater than $100,000 
* 51% are attending the Competition for the first time and 57.2% know someone performing. 
* 68.8% are married and 72.8% have children under the age of 18.  
* 51.2% are of Hispanic origin.  
* 36% live in Coral Gables while more than half are from elsewhere in Miami Dade.

    Publication Date:         November 10, 2026
     Advertising Deadline:       October 10, 2026
     Copy Deadline:         October 20, 2026

Payment MUST accompany ad copy.  
Checks to be made payable to 

MERRICK FESTIVAL, INC. 
All major Credit Cards accepted.

Festival Sponsorship
Sponsors receive Program advertising as one of

their benefits as follows:
Papa Noel - Full Page  

Santas - Half Page
Elves - Business Card
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PROGRAM ADVERTISING CONTRACT

           

                

G    BACK COVER $5,000
G    INSIDE COVER $3,000  
G    FULL PAGE         $1,500
G    HALF PAGE        $1,000
G    QUARTER PAGE $    500 

G    BUSINESS CARD $   250
                     8½ x 11 Format

Advertiser:_________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact:___________________________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________

City:_____________________________ Zip Code:____________ Phone:_______________________

Website:_____________________________________   Email:______________________________________ 

     PREPAYMENT REQUIRED

      Publication Date:        November 10, 2026
      Advertising Deadline:     October 10, 2026
      Copy Deadline:        October 20, 2026

Payment MUST accompany ad copy.  
Checks made payable to MERRICK FESTIVAL, INC.

All major Credit Cards accepted.

Merrick Festival is an IRS 501.c.3 organization.  
All donations are tax deductible 
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